TIMOR LESTE’S FULL WTO MEMBERSHIP

* Timor-Leste’s WTO Accession: Implications for Business

* Including Strategic Vision Post-Accession (Government of Timor-
Leste)




OVERVIEW

 Timor-Leste has joined the World Trade Organization (WTO)

» Accession supports rule-based trade, transparency, and
predictability

* Government developed the Strategic Vision Post-Accession

Document for WTO implementation




WTO ACCESSION: TRADE
FRAMEWORK

 Predictable and rules-based global trade
environment

» Coverage of tariffs, subsidies, dispute settlement,
and IP rights

 Stronger foundation for international business
relations
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TRADE LIBERALIZATION &
MARKET ACCESS

* Reduction of trade barriers to boost exports

* More competitive export sectors

» Access to GATS supporting service sectors (tourism, education,
telecom)




LEGAL & REGULATORY
REFORMS

 Alignment of national laws with global trade standards

* Increased investor confidence through clarity and predictability

» Implementation of Trade Facilitation Agreement to simplify customs




IMPLICATIONS FOR
BUSINESSES

» Market expansion beyond ASEAN into global markets
* Increased competitiveness and innovation pressures

*Need for compliance with WT'O-aligned regulatory frameworks

» Greater opportunities for FDI and partnerships




STRATEGIC VISION POST-
ACCESSION (GOVERNMENT OF

* Roadmap for WTO imp

» Priorities include:
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— Legal harmonization and regulatory reforms

— Capacity building for public institutions

— Private sector readiness and awareness programs

— Trade facilitation and infrastructure upgrades
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
PRIVATE SECTOR

» Export diversification and global value-chain integration

» Improved standards enabling access to premium markets

» Support for SMEs to meet WTO standards and certifications




CHALLENGES & REQUIRED
ADAPTATION

« Compliance with international standards may
require investments

» Competition from international producers

» Need for skills development and technology
upgrades




CONCLUSION

« WTO accession marks a transformative step for Timor-Leste

« Strategic Vision Document ensures structured post-accession
implementation

* Success depends on coordinated government-private sector action
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